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ai-ichi Coffee is one of the leading major
D coffee importers and roasters in Japan.

It is a in leader in the World Specialty
Coffee market, importing various specialty
coffee brands from around the world, including
from rural farmers in Guatemala, South Amercia.
X'Pose recently had the opportunity to meet
and interview the Chairman of the company Mr
Ryosuke Takahashi, whose father established
Dai-ichi, right after the end of world war 2.
Taking over his father, current chairman, Mr
Takahashi-san says the company has a 68-year
history in the world coffee market.

Revealing some insights, Mr Takahashi said,
there are various coffee markets in the world,
that inlcudes Commodity Market, the lowest
market, Premium Coffee Market and Specialty
Coffee Market, that attracts the best returns for
farmers.

PNG is more a Commodity Trader and thus
does not reap the full benefits of high coffee
returns for rural farmers. There is also the need
to be concious of free trade and environmental
requirements, now a pre-requisite to enter world
markets.

DAI-ICHI

Chairman of Dai-Ichi Coffee Mr Takahashi-san during an interview
with Xpose Youth Magazine at his office in Tokyo recently. Picture by
XPose Media

Various product displays at the Dai-Ichi Coffee entrance in Tokyo, Japan.
Picture XPose Media, Japan
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he PNG-Japan tourism
firm is looking at

establishing new tourism
sites in PNG to cater for
increasing interest from
Japanese tourists.
Tourism is a major revenue
earner for many Pacific islands
nations, in particularly Fiji and
Vanuatu.
However not many Japanese
tourists visit PNG.
Well this is set to change
come 2024, as Xpose
looks at enhancing further
collaborations with PNG
Japan tourism office, Japanese
NPO POCO, and the Tokyo
based Pacific Islands Center.
All entities promote PNG

10

Japan relations in tourism,
community development

and investment in various
business opportunities that
can enhance the trade and
cordinal relations between
Japan and Papua New Guinea.
X'Pose will help in setting up
new tourism sites for Japanese
tourists starting in 2024 and
will be looking to establish
local collaborations with

local entities and community
groups to make this a reality.
Focus is on prommoting
sustainable tourism and
community development

with opportunities for cultural
exchanges and educational
opportunities.

X’pose Youth Digest, Issue 6, Oct-Dec 2023

e :
r Thara-san in white
shirt, with team, having
a meeting to discuss

opportunities for trade, investment
and promoting sister city relations
between cities in Tokyo, Japan and
Papua New Guinea.

Their discussions inlucded
coffee, vanilla, trade relations
and investment focused on rural
communities in PNG. The meeting
was held in early October in Mita
City, Tokyo, Japan at the PNG-Japan

offices of Mr Thara-san, who is the
honorary trade envoy between Japan
and PNG, and has been responsible
over the past decades, in promoting
trade relations between our two
countries.

This includes sponsorsing local
PNG talents to Japan to get exposure
to the high work ethics and work
safety culture of Japanese firms.
Recently he helped to sponsor a
young PNG Civil engineer Jerry
Sukatou, from Enga, who is currenty

PNG-JAPAN RELATIONS

understudying with a leading
Japanese consruction firm Koori
Construction. He was there for three
months and recenlty returned to
PNG wth a wealth of new knowledge,
and culture of work and safety, which
is paramount for Japanese firms.
Koori constrution was responsible
for building PNG’s longest bridge,
the Markham bridge and recently
participated in the rehabilitaion of
the Yonki dam turbine section
Read more in XYM Issue 7, out Jan

Flags of the 14 nations of the Pacfiic Islands Forum on display at the Pacific Islands Centre in Tokyo, Japan. Picture XPOSE Media
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of Papua New Guinea, Morobe

Students Union (UPNG MSU)
hosted a fundraising dinner for their
Project Genesis, an initiative by the
students to support three local health

Earlier this year, the University

-

Part of the UPNG MSU Project Genesis Team in Wantoat. Picture UPNG MSU

centers with the donation of medical
supplies and equipment.

X'Pose Brand Ambassador Desmond
Malus, who also hails from Morobe,
represented X'Pose attending the
dinner in support of Project Genesis.
The dinner was a great success and
saw a keynote from Governor General
Sir Bob Dadae and a moving speech
from PNGs first female neurosurgeon
Dr Esther Apuahe, who is also from
Morobe.

On November 18, 2023 the UPNG
Morobe Students Union ran a
workshop in preparation for Project
Genesis implementation in partnership
with Lae School of Nursing Morobe

Students Association.

The workshop allowed students who
will be participating in the project to
recap, plan and prepare for the projects
delivery phase.

Project Genesis was launched earlier

CNES abb Al

] -

this year by the UPNG MSU, as an
initiative to give back and help their
communities in Morobe with much
needed assistance for three identified
rural health centers in the province.
The UPNG MSU Project Genesis
team thanked all the members, youth
volunteers, local and national leaders
in the likes of the Morobe Provincial
Government/administration, Governor-
General Sir Bob "Dadae, local entities
like Yowipool Medical Trader and other
SMES, teams like the amazing Lae girls
netball team Pluvia, individuals and
many others, whose donations and
support helped in a successful project
delivery.

X’pose Youth Digest, Issue 6, Oct-Dec 2023

It was an amazing project of selfless

volunteerism in a spirit of collaboration.

The UPNG Morobe Student Union
Project Genesis team'’s first visit late
November was to Situm where they
were met by Sister Benny who received
their donations on behalf of the Situm
Health Centre, and thanked the team.

The team then visited Wantoat where
the OIC of Wantoat Health Centre
Amendan Papaip thanked them and
expressed much gratitude for their visit
and support.

He told the team of the geographical
struggles that they faced with

transporting the much needed supplies

they lacked and took them on a visit of
their facilities.

We acknowledge the struggles
our people face in rural Morobe
communities but we are determined

that if we can do our part in helping, so

can many other young people who are
online reading our updates.
The third trip was a boat ride across

to Salamaua to donate to the Salamaua

Health Centre.

A local from the area, Salili Seka
expressed his gratitude saying they
struggled a lot and it was empowering
and inspiring to have the students visit
them for the first time to provide such
community service.

The team thanked all involved for their

support and hospitality and is looking
forward to more such projects in 2024.

Team X'Pose Commends UPNG MSU
and everyone involved in a wonderful
project. Happy and safe Holidays.

-

Corporate dinner in Pom. Picture Supplied

Pictures from Fundraising dinner, workshop, Situm,
Wantoat and Salamaua, Pics by UPNG MSU

PROJECT GENESIS
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he tripartite agreement that
Tcreated the Regional Youth

Games, an initiative of the
National Youth Development
Authority (NYDA) has surpassed
expectations.

The RYGs started with the inaugural
games for the Southern Region held
last year in Alotau, followed recently
by the Momase Regional Youth Games
in Madang and then the New Guinea
Island RYGs in West New Britain.

An intiative of NYDA, it was created
through a tripartite agreement
between NYDA, the PNG Sports
Federation and the Department of
Community Development Youth
and Religion, which houses the two
government bodies.

The concept has been embraced by
districts providing an opportunity for
hidden youth talents to be exposed
to opportunities through sports. It has
been a holistic approach that includes
cultural performances before the
Games, that sees thousands of youths
completing in various sporting codes
that includes football, basketball,
volleyball, rugby and more.

The Momase Games successfully saw
the introduction of an Inclusive Sports
program that saw many of our less-
abled young athletes participate in the

games for the first time.

The Momase Games was launched
by Minister for Youth Religion and
Community Development, Hon. Jason
Peters, RYG Chairman and NYDA
Director General, Mr. Joe Itaki with his
two deputies Mr. Robi Duri and Ms.
Dorcus Mileng, RYG Vice Chairman
and Executive Director of PNGSF, Mr.
Albert Veratau, RYG Host Chairman
and Madang Mayor, Mr. Peter Yalsi,
and Chief Censor, Jim Abani.

The Inaugural Momase RY Games
opening ceremony at Laiwaden Oval
on Monday 25th of September saw
various cultural exhibitions from
respective districts. Each group
displayed their unique dances that
included performances from Bulolo
district, East and West Sepik, Riwo in
the North Coast and Malamal primary
school students.

The Momase Games were held from
September 26 — October 30 at the
Laiwoden Oval in Madang.

Meanwhile the Madang Governor,
Ramsey Pariwa when closing the
Momase Regional Youth Games,
said from next year and onwards, a
budget will be set aside for sports in
all districts. This comes as a pathway
for change in Madang for youths to
embark on.
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Picture of the Opening Ceremony of the Momase Regional Youth Games in Madang. Picture Supplied by RYG.

In early October following the end of
the Momase RYGs, the Games Council
Chairman Joe Itaki donated sports
equipment to local Sports Association
Executives for their local competitions
after successfully staging the Inaugural
Momase RYGs. Sports equipment were
part of the Games sports competition
programs in Soccer, Basketball,
Volleyball and Touch Footy.

The PNG Government has also
approved and allocated K1 million
to financially support National
Federations. This funding will allow
National Federations to employ full-
time administrators to oversee sports
in 2024.

X'Pose would like to Sincerely Thank
You, For Your Support, Guidance,
Patience, and for the Collaborations
in 2023 and the many opportunities
that we can pursue further, together.

We look forward to greater
collaborations in 2024.

We Wirk You AU A Belated XMAS, Safe
bolidays annd 4 Suectrful 2024...
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